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SUB J : ICELANDIC PRIME MINISTER S PRESS CONFERENCE; 

NORDIC COUNCIL MEETING PRE-OCCUPIED WITH COD WAR 

REF: A) REYKJAVIK 0304 (NOTAL) B) COPENHAGEN 0685 

SUMMARY: THE "COD WAR" CONTINUES TO PRE-OCCUPY THE 
NORDIC OUNCIL AND MEDIA. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE YESTERDAY 
ICELANDIC PRIME MINISTER HALLGRIMSSON SUGGESTED THAT 
HIS COUNTRY'S CONFRONTATION WITH THE UK WOULD BE ANNENU- 
ATED IF THE LATTER RECOGNIZED A 100-MILE EXCLUSIVE 
FISHERY ZONE FOR ICELAND. HE ALSO STATED THAT ICELAND'S 
MEMBERSHIP IN NATO IS NOT UP FOR DISCUSSION IN CONNECTION 
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WITH THE COD WAR. THE DANISH GOVERNMENT IS REPORTEDLY 
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UNCOMFORTABLE OVER ITS ASSOCIATION WITH CRITICISM 
OF A FELLOW-MEMBER OF THE EC, AND THE PROPRIETY OF 
THE PRESIDIUM'S STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR ICELAND 
WILL BE RAISED IN PARLIAMENT. FAROESE DELEGATES 
BROUGHT HOME ONE OF THE DANISH DILEMMAS OVER THE 
EXTENT OF FISHING ZONES: THE INTERESTES OF METRO- 
POLITAN AND FAROESE FISHERS IN WIDE-RANGING 
OPERATIONS VERSUS THE NEED TO MAXIMIZE THE PROTECTION 
OF THE WATERS OFF GREENLAND. END SUMMARY. 

1) THE PRESIDIUM’S STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF ICELAND 
(REF B) WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE COMPLETED COUNCIL 
CONSIDERATION OF THE SUBJECT TO ALLOW THE COONCIL TO PROCEED 
WITH ITS USUALLY MORE MUNDANE BUSINESS. ACCORDING TO THE DANISH 
PRESS, HOWEVER, THE COD WAR CONTINUES TO PRE-OCCUPY 
CORRIDOR DISCUSSION AT THE COUNCIL MEETING. YESTERDAY 

(MARCH 2) ALSO PRIME MINISTER HALLGRIMSSON MET 
"UNOFFICIALLY" FOR TWO HOURS WITH DANISH PRIME MINISTER 
JORGENSEN AND FOREIGN MINISTER ANDERSEN BUT THERE HAS BEEN 
NO REPORT ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MEETING. 

2) CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO A PRESS 
CONFERENCE HELD YESTERDAY BY ICELAND'S PRIME MINISTER 
HALLGRIMSSON. AT THE CONFERENCE, HE REPEATED THE 
ASSERTION THAT THE BRITISH FRIGATES MUST LEAVE ICELANDIC 
WATERS "(ABSOLUTELY AND UNCONDITIONALLY)". THE PRIME 
MINISTER WAS ALSO QUESTIONED YESTERDAY ABOUT A 
SPEECH HE MADE AT A COUNCIL MEETING ON FEBRUARY 29. 

AT THAT TIME, HE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT IT MIGHT CONTRIBUTE 
TO A PEACEFUL SOLUTION IF THE BRITISH, AT LEAST FOR A 
PERIOD OF TRANSITION, WOULD RCOGINZE A 100-MILE 
EXCLUSIVE FISHERY ZONE FOR ICELAND. WHEN ASKED YESTERDAY 
TO A ELABORATE ON THIS STATEMENT, HE SAID IT WAS PRIMARILY 
INTENDED AS AN "ARGUMENT" BUT ADDED, "IF THE BRITISH 
TAKE US ON OUR WORD, IT MIGHT PERHAPS BECOME AN OFFER". 

3) PRIME MINISTER HALLGRIMSSON WAS ALSO ASKED WHETHER 
HE BELIEVED THAT THE US WHOULD "MEDIATE" IN VIEW OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE BASE AT KEFLAVIK. 
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HE REPLIED, "WE BELIEVE THAT ALL 

OUR FRIENDS WILL CONTRIBUTE HELP TO THE REMOVAL OF THE BRITISH 
FRIGATES." ACCORDING TO THE ACCOUNT, IN TO AY'S POLITIKEN 
(INDEPENDENT LEFT OF CENTER), HALLGRIMSSON SAID"LET IT BE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT ICELAND'S NATO MEMBERSHIP IS NOT UP FOR 
DISCUSSION IN CONNECTION WITH THE COD WAR." 

4) EKSTRABLADET (SENSATIONALIST TABLOID) ALSO REPORTS 
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DANISH GOVERNMENT UNEASINESS OVER ITS IMPLICIT 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE PRESIDIUM'S CONDEMNATION OF THE 
POSITION OF A FELLOW MEMBER OF THE EC IN THE UK 
DISPUTE WITH ICELAND. CONSERVATIVE 
MP IB STETTOR WILL RAISE THE PROPRIETY OF 
THE PRESIDIUM'S STATEMENT NEXT WEEK IN PARLIAMENT. 

5) FINALLY, TWO FAROESE DELEGATES ON THE DANISH NORDIC 
COUNCIL DELEGATION POINTED UP THE DANISH DILEMMA OVER 
THE EXTENT OF FISHING ZONES. ON THE ONE HAND, IT IS 
IN THE OBVIOUS INTEREST OF GREENLAND (AS WELL AS ICELAND) 

TO PUSH THESE ZONES OUT AS FAR AS POSSIBLE FROM THE COAST. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, FAROESE FISHERMEN WOULD SUFFER GREATLY AS 
A RESULT OF 100- OR 200-MILE EXTENSIONS. AS THE FAROESE 
DELEGATES NOTED, THEIR FISHERMEN ARE ACTIVE IN THE BROAD ZONE 
OF THE NORTH SEA, NEAR NORWAY, ICELAND, GREENLAND 
AND LABRADOR-NEWFOUNDLAND. 

DEAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, PRESS CONFERENCES, FISHING DISPUTES, TERRITORIAL WATERS VIOLATIONS, FISHING LIMITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976COPENH00721 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760082-0453 
From: COPENHAGEN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976031 01 /aaaadksx. tel 

Line Count: 133 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 REYKJAVIK 304 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 APR 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <08 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ICELANDIC PRIME MINISTER'S PRESS CONFERENCE: NORDIC COUNCIL MEETING PRE-OCCUPIED WITH COD WAR 
TAGS: PFOR, EFIS, XZ, 1C, UK, DA, (HALLGRIMSSON, GEIR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



